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Medical  officer  of  Health  - 

NOELF.  PEARSON,  M.R.C. S. ,L.R.C.P. ,D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector  - 


V/.  N.  TEASDALE,  M.R.S.I. ,M.S. I. A 


Council  Offices, 
STUR  ML  1TSTLR  HIT  1 TON , 
Dorset. 

1st  June  1953, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 
Shaftesbury/-  Borough  Council. 


Madam  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1952. 

The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London) 
Regulations  1935  &  1951. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  remained 
satisfactory  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue  incidence  of 
serious  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

It  is  pleasing  being  able  to  report  thi3  year  by  year,  but 
it  is  important  not  to  allow  complacancy  to  replace  active  public 
health  measures,  for  it  was  by  such  activity  that  many  dangerous 
infectious  diseases  wore  brought  under  control  in  the  past  and 
any  relaxation  in  sanitary  control  and  supervision  can  only/- 
invite  a  return  of  these  diseases. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Teasdalc,  your  Sanitary/-  Inspector,  for 
his  co-operation  and  help  during  the  yz-ear,  and  for  his 
assistance  in  preparing  this  report,  and  to  my/-  clerk,  Miss.  P. 
Goddard,  for  her  efficient  services, 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  yrou,  Madam  &  Gentlemen,  for 
your  courtesy/-  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

Lc‘i\  >95'^ 


Medical  officer  of  Health 


SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  COU1TCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TIJB  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  TEAR 

1  9  5  2. 


A.  Area  -  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  value  -  £21,426. 

Production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £82. 13s. Id. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ~  3,437 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male.  Female 


Total  '  "UU 

X1  ^  114M*  ^ 

20 

• 

')Rate  per 

Legitimate  35 

28 

) resident 

Illegitimate 

)  =  18.0 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Total 

Nil 

Rate  per 
resident 
=  Nil. 

Comparative  figures 
( a ) shaf to sb ury  Bor o  ugh( b ) England 
i?000  &  /ales, 

pop  ’ 

26.3  15.3 


1,000 

pop: 

XT  i  1  0.35 


DEATHS. 

Total  24 

27 

Rate  pur  1,000 
resident  pop; 

=  14.8 

Deaths  in 

Infantile  death 

infants  under 

rate  per  1,000 

one  year  2 

1 

live  births 
=  47.6 

10.4  11.3 


47.6  27.6 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  -  Nil 
Deaths  from  maternal  causes  -  Nil 


B •  Fersonal  Health  Services  in  the  district . 

The  personal  health  services,  including  the  ambulance  service 
have  continued  to  be  provided  bjr  the  County  Council  and  no  comment 
is  considered  necessary  in  connection  with  them. 

The  hospital  and  laboratorjr  services  are  provided  by  the 
Salisbury  and  West  Dorset  Management  Committee. 

C.  Environmental  Health  Services. 

1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 

Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitarjr  Inspector  - 
William  Norman  Teasdale,  M.R.S.I.  ,M.S.I.A.  (part  time  on 
sanitary  duties) 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  &  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  as  inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

In  each  of  my  Annual  Reports  for  the  last  three  years,  I 
have  had  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  by  reason  of 
his  other  commitments,  the  Sanitary  inspector  was  not,  in  my 
opinion,  spending  a  large  enough  proportion  of  his  time  to  his 
duties  as  sanitary  inspector  to  the  detriment  of  the  routine 
sanitary  supervision  of  the  Borough  and  it  was  recommended  that 
adequate  clerical  assistance  should  be  provided  for  him  to  enable 
him  to  spend  a  larger  part  of  his  time  outside  his  office  on 
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routine  sanitary  duties. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  refer  again  to  this  matter. 

Having  accepted  the  position  as  stated,  the  Council  resolved 
during  the  year  to  appoint  full  time  clerical  assistance  for  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  but  this  appointment  had  not  been  made  by  the 
end  of  the  year  and  by  a  recent  decision  of  the  Council  it  seems 
unlikely,  on  financial  grounds,  that  this  necessary  adequate 
assistance  is  going  to  be  available  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time. 


I  must  again  record  my  dissatisfaction  with  the  present 
position  and  emphasize  the  necessity  for  Mr.  Teasdale  to  have 
sufficient  time  to  devote  to  routine  sanitary  supervision, 
particularly  in  connection  with  food  production  and  distribution, 
if  adequate  safeguard  to  the  public  health  is  to  be  ensured. 

2.  17ATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Quantity.  During  1952  the  Barton  Hill  7c 11s  supplied 
sufficient  water  for  the  town' s  needs,  including  the  filling  of 
the  Swimming  Bath  on  several  occasions,  without  drawing  upon  the 
auxiliary  supply  at  the  Salisbury  Hoad  Reservoir  available  from 
the  Shaftesbury  Rural  District  Council.  The  yield  of  the  Barton 
Hill  './ells  during  the  year  was  43,491,000  gallons. 

( b)  Quality.  The  quality  of  the  water  proved  highly  satis¬ 
factory  throughout  the  year.  The  water  continued  to  be  chlorinated. 
Samples  were  taken  at  monthly  intervals  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  free  chlorine  estimation. 

(c)  Hew  connections  were  made  as  under :~ 

( i)  for  domestic  use 

(ii)  for  agricultural-  p'ur po’ses’ 

(iii)  for  other  purposes 

Owing  to  road  improvements  and  lowering  of  the  road  surface, 
part  of  the  old  main  in  High  Street  was  cut  off  after  a  new  4" 
asbestos  main  had  been  laid  at  3  feet  depth.  It  was  found 
expedient  to  lay  complete  new  services  to  all  properties  served 
by  this  new  main  and  at  the  same  time,  the  Church  Lane  main  and 
services  were  relaid.  Consideration  has  also  been  given  to  the 
laying  of  a  new  3;t  main  from  Barton  Hill  to  Coppice  Street  and 
the  transfer  of  the  Coppice  Street  area  from  the  gravity  system 
to  the  boosted  supply,  although  this  area  may  yet  be  served  by  the 
now  6:t  main  to  be  laid  from  the  stubhampton  supply. 

(d)  Domestic  Supply.  1,003  houses  (having  an  approximate 
populatiorT  of  3 , 250")' "are  served  with  a  public  piped  water  supply 
into  the  houses.  50  houses  (having  an  approximate  population  of 
160)  are  served  by  outside  standpipes  from  the  public  supply. 

3*  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  sewerage  disposal  arrangements  of  the  Borough  are  by  a 
crude  system  of  broad  irrigation. 

The  irrigation  system  at  Holyrood  Farm  again  required  atten¬ 
tion  following  the  silting  up  of  certain  branches,  and  a  storm 
overflow  tank  was  constructed  to  overcome  the  flooding  of  one 
area.  At  paynes  Place  Farm  the  irrigation  system  continues  to 
give  some  degree  of  concern  with  the  addition  of  more  now  houses 
on  the  G-rosvcnor  Road  Estate. 

The  overloading  of  the  Enmore  Green  tanks  has  also  caused 
more  attention  and  more  frequent  emptying.  if  this  temporary 
installation  has  to  be  used  on  a  permanent  basis  for  many  more 
years,  extensions  and  duplication  of  the  system  will  have  to  be 
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seriously  considered.  In  the  Long  Cross  area,  a  small  amount  of 
improvement  has  been  affected  by  two  septic  tank  systems  to 
individual  houses,  the  remainder  discharging  direct  to  a  ditch. 

The  re-laying  of  the  Gold  Hill  sewer  was  delayed  owing  to 
Ministry  refusal  of  loan  sanction.  This  sanction  has  now  been 
given,  after  further  representations,  and  work  should  commence 
in  April  1953.  It  had  been  hoped  that  the  work  carried  out  on 
the  Shooters  Lane  Sewer  in  1951  and  the  bringing  into  use  of 
the  15"  sewer  would  prevent  further  trouble.  A  complete  collapse 
of  20  feet  of  the  old  24  inch  brick  sewer  brought  to  light 
further  defects  and  revealed  the  perished  and  precarious  state 
of  the  brickwork.  Surveys  are  being  carried  out  and  plans  are 
being  prepared  to  relay  the  whole  of  this  old  section  in  15  inch 
pipes  to  link  up  with  the  newer  part  of  the  sewer  at  the  bottom 
of  the  hill. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANS  DTP. 

(a)  House  Refuse.  The  Council  undertakes  a  weekly  kerbside 
refuse  collection.  Many  of  the  containers  used  for  this  purpose 
are  wholly  inadequate  and  insanitary  and,  in  the  summer  months 
particularly,  the  refuse  collection  from  the  kerbside  is  not 
wholly  satisfactory.  The  collection  of  the  refuse  from  inside 
the  properties  would  entail  the  engaging  of  extra  labour,  a 
factor  which  the  Council  would  hesitate  to  entertain  at  the 
present  time. 

It  is,  however,  considered  that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
Council  should  insist  on  occupants  storing  their  refuse  in 
properly  covered  sanitary  containers. 

Controlled  tipping  of  refuse  at  Salisbury  Hoad  has  continued 
during  the  year.  Difficulties  arose  there  owing  to  a  shortage 
of  tipping  space  and  of  a  fire  on  the  tip  which  neutralised 
half  the  area.  No  other  tipping  site  being  available  in  the 
Borough,  the  level  of  tipping  on  the  Salisbury  Road  site  has 
been  increased  by  a  further  10  feet.  So  far  this  has  proved 
satisfactory  and  by  this  means  the  present  tip  should  serve  the 
Council  for  a  number  of  years. 

(b)  salvage.  paste  paper  collection  is  still  carried  out 
by  a  private  firm.  The  salvage  of  other  materials  amounted 

as  foil ows : - 

Ferrous  Metals  (Mixed)  3  tons  9  cwts.  28  lbs. 

Other  Metals  *  1  cwt.  32  lbs. 

Rags  1  cwt.  104  lbs. 

5 .  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  _P_0LTUTipN . 

Ho  material  improvement  in  this  connection  can  be  expected 
until  a  comprehensive  new  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  Borough 
has  been  effected. 

6.  SHOPS.  ACTS. 

The  Borough  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for  the 
administration  of  the  Shops  Act  1950  within  the  Borough. 
Insufficient  attention  is  given  to  these  duties.  The  total  numbe 
of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  totalled  21  although 
the  number  of  shops  within  the  Borough  obviously  exceeds  this 
figure. 


7.  FACTORIES  ACT  1957. 

No.  of  premises  inspections^  gritten 
~on  register."  '  ~~  ~  Notice’s. 

( i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority 


4 


4 


FACTORIES  ACT  1957  (Continued) 


No,  of  premises  inspections,  v/ritten 
on  register.  Notices, 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
( i)  in  which  Section  7  is  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority  17  20  1 


(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 


Local  Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  promises) 

8 

16 

1 

25 

36 

2 

Brought  forward 

4 

4 

*“* 

Total 

29 

40 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Insufficient 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  wore  - 
Found,  Remedied. 

2 


No.  of  outworkers  =  27 

8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

9.  S' DIMMING-  BATHS. 


The  Barton  Hill  swimming  bath  proved  popular  and  was  well 
used.  This  use  placed  a  great  strain  on  the  improvised  sand 
filter  and  difficulties  were  encountered  with  the  circulating 
pump.  Because  of  algae ,  the  bath  was  emptied  and  cleansed 
frequently  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  curtail  the  use  of 
the  bath  by  schools  and  public.  A  more  rapid  change  of  water 
is  required  and  to  this  end,  a  larger  circulating  pump  is 
required  and  apparatus  for  underwater  scraping  and  cleansing 
of  the  bath. 


10.  MOVABLE  D/ELLINGS 


AND 


CAMPING  SITES. 


No  movable  dwellings  or  camping:  sites  were  licensed 
during  the  year.  The  gliowfield,  Christy’s  Lane,  is  known  to 
be  used  for  the  temporary  occupation  of  movable  dwellings  and 
if  such  use  of  this  site  is  to  be  continued  then  it  is  essential 
that  it  should  bu  properly  licensed  and  provided  with  adequate 
sanitary  facilities  which  would  fulfil,  not  only  an  urgent 
sanitary  need  when  the  Showfield  is  used  by  movable  dwellings, 
but  which  would  prove  a  valuable  amenity  to  the  field  when  it 
is  being;  used  by  travelling  circuses  or  for  show  purposes. 

H.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

No  action  was  called  for  during;  the  year. 


12.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  JESTS. 


The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  pests  Act  1949  are  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the  North 
Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  whoso  activities  cover  the  five 
districts  in  north  Dorset  and  the  Beaminster  Rural  District. 
Re-organisation  and  increased  staffing  by  the  Joint  Commit tee 
provided  for  the  control  measures  to  be  carried  out  more 
promptly  and  efficiently  than  before. 
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Complaints  of  rat  infestation  within  the  Borough 
have  been  comparatively  small  in  number  although  there  was  some 
evidence  of  increased  infestation  at  the  Refuse  Tip. 


13.  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951. 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  under 
this  Act. 

14.  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS ) . 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  taken,  now  drainage  and 
sanitary  conveniences  have  been  installed  at  the  Shaftesbury 
C.of  E.  Junior  School. 

1 5 .  NATIONAL _A S 3ISTANCE  ACTS  1948  £_  1951  -  Section  47 . 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Acts  during 
the  year. 

16.  HOUSING. 


Inspection  of  dwelling;  houses  during  the  year  - 

No.  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year _ 243 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  412 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ _ _  69 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied"  withj-  6i’ 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served^  _  "  ~  ~~  " 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  complied” wiFE”  2 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  IT 'of' "the 

Housing  Act  1936  _ _  _ _ _ _  __ _ 5 

Action  taken  by  the”  Local" Authority  in  respect 
of  such  houses  - 

(1^  Demolition  Orders  made _ _ _  _3 

(2;  undertakings  accepted  for  - 

(i)  Closuro__ _ Nil. 

(  ii)Reeondi  tioningj _ _ _ 2 


Ove  rcrowding. 


No.  of  cases  of  ’ statutory’  overcrowdin;  found 


and  reported  to  Local  Authority  .  1 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ~  ~  ~ _  1 

No.  of  cases  in  which  dwelling;  houses"”  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding _  Nil 


Total  No.  of  houses  in  the  district _ _ _ 1 , 155’ 


Requisitioned  premises  etc . 


Five  houses  wore  held  under  requisition  at 


the  end  of  the  year. 


Provision  of  now  houses  and 
No.  of  houses  provided 


re -housing. 


by  the  local 

Temporary 

Prefab. 


authority  - 

Traditional 
Type . 


a)  During  1952 

b)  Post-war  30 

/ 


22 

82 


Total  No.  of  families  re-housed  during  1952 


Other. 


12 


26 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  112  applicants  for  Council 
houses,  of  which  69  were  resident  within  the  district.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  112  and  43 
respectively. 

Improvement  grants. 

No  applications  for  grants  were  received  during  the  year. 
Comments. 


Although  the  number  of  house  inspections  (412)  carried  out 
by  the  Inspector  during  the  year  was  greater  than  the  number(395) 
carried  out  in  the  proceeding  year,  the  majority  of  these 
inspections  were  made  of  Council  houses  in  his  capacity  as 
Borough  surveyor  and  were  not,  therefore,  for  the  most  part, 
made  in  respect  to  the  sub-standard  property  in  the  Borough. 

It  will  be  noted  that  22  additional  new  houses  were  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Council  on  the  Grosvcnor  Road  site.  Two  more  arc 
under  construction  at  St.  George's  Road  and  plans  for  4  houses 
are  being  prepared  for  the  Barton  Hill  site.  In  addition,  the 
Self  Build  Association  has  got  a  scheme  for  providing  12  houses 
in  the  vj incombe  Lane  Area,  If  these  schemes  come  to  fruition, 
the  demand  for  new  accommodation  will  be  materially  eased. 

Additional  houses  will,  however,  be  required  to  re-house 
those  living  in  sub-standard  property  which  cannot  economically 
be  made  fit  for  human  habitation,  property  in  the  St.  James 
area  falls  within  this  category  and  the  suggestion  has  been  made 
that  a  clearance  Area  should  be  defined  in  this  neighbourhood. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  persons  displaced  by  such  an  Order, 
it  is  proposed  to  provide  41  additional  houses  at  a  site  at 
St.  James.  It  is  hoped  that  on  financial  grounds,  this  project 
will  not  have  to  be  abandoned. 

It  is  essential  that  a  detailed  survey  of  the  old  property- 
in  St.  James  should  be  carried  out  at  an  early  date.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  not  in  a  position  to  undertake  this 
additional  work  at  the  present  time, 

17*  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Milk. 

Food  &  Drugs  (jui lk_  &  Dairies)  Act  JL9 44. 

No.  of  ‘dealers’  registered  on  the  1st  October 
1949  by  the  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949_  1 

No.  of  ‘dealers'  licensed  under  regulation  14  of  the 
Milk  (special  Designations) ( pasteurised  &  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ ' _ _ _  __  _ _ _ _ 1 

No.  of  ‘dairies'  in  the  district  registered  under 
regulation  8  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  1 


No.  of  'distributors*  registered  under  regulation  8 
of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949 _  ____ _ _  _3 


Samples. 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 


during  the  year  - 

Tuberculin  Tested  _ Nil 

Accredited  ~  ~  IfiT 

pasteurised”  "  6 

Unde  signs  to  cl  "  17 
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Milk  &  j  )ai ri  o  g  Re  gula  tip  ns  19 4-9  -  Regulation.  20 . 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 
2,  Other  Rood  Promises. 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section  10 


of  the  Rood  &  Dr  ups  Act  193  S _ _ _ _ 52 

Ho.  being  -  restaurant  kitchens 

hotel  kitchens _ _  5 

food  factories  ’  G 


Ho.  of  inspections  -  restaurant  kitchens _  _ 

hotel  kitchens _ ~ 

food  factories _ _ _ 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject’  to  registra¬ 
tion  under  Section  14  of  the  Pood  R  Drums  Act  1938 _ 

Ho.  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  to  - 

o')  Ice-cream _ _ _ 16 

b)  Sausages  &  proparedhiieaf  s  '  6 

No.  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year 


No.  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submitted  for 
Methylene  Blue  Test _  _  _  _  Nil 


Although  those  figures  show  that  some  attention  has  been 
given  to  food  hygiene,  more  frequent  visits  to  premises  where 
food  for  sale  is  prepared  and  sold  is  desirable  in  order  to 
improve  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  amongst  food  handlers. 

Food  Inspo c t ion. 


(a)  Slaughterhouses.  Nil. 

(  b)  But che rs  a nd  others  shops . 

A  larger  quantity  of  foodstuff  was  condemned  during  the  year, 
in  spite  of  a  big  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  tinned  hams 
condemned.  The  increase  in  condemnations  was  largely  shown  in 
a  sharp  rise  in  the  amount  of  tinned  English  fruit,  tinned 
vegetables,  home  cured  bacon  and  home  killed  meat.  The 
quantities  were  as  follows;- 


Butchers  Shops; 


Other  Food. 


Home  killed  beef 

84-^-  lbs. 

Home  killed  mutton 

50  lbs. 

Imported  offal  ( livers) 

od. 

21  lbs. 

155-|  lbs. 

Cheese 

10‘:  lbs. 

Bacon 

37.  lbs. 

Tinned  meat 

127.:  lbs. 

3 J  lbs. 
108-J  lbs/ 

Tinned  pish 

Tinned  vegetables 

Tinned  Fruit 

320-  lbs. 
lo|-  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk 

Tinned  Cocoa 

1  lb. 

Total  -  620  lbs. 


18  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


No.  of  investigations  carried  out _ Nil 

No.  of  disinfections  carried  out  Nil 
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19. 


SUMMARY  OF 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


CARRIED  OUT. 


Total 

DU# 

No. 

of 

.x.  j.  x  k_j  jy  v_/  u  x  o/  x  x  xj  ^  e*.  i  xv-x  \_v  x.  ix  .x.  x  x  v»/  '—x  ei  .x.  x  x*  j 

informal  notices  served 

*242 

Total 

No. 

of 

informal  notices  complied  with 

“12 7 

Total 

No. 

of 

statutory  notices  served 

4 

Total 

No. 

of 

statutory  notices  complied  with 

3 

No.  of  prosecutions 


The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  ( 1,744)  show  an 
increase  over  the  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during 
the  preceeding  year  (1,193).  This  was  chiefly  due  to  more 
attention  being  required  in  connection  with  refuse  collection 
and  disposal,  work  on  the  public  conveniences,  sewer  repairs, 
cattle  market  cleansing,  increased. drainage  work  carried  out, 
rodent  control  on  sewers  and  private  premises,  street  cleansing 
and  Council  house  complaints.  Most  of  these  inspections  did 
not  require  the  services  of  informal  notices  as  the  rectification 
of  defects  fell  directly  upon  the  Council's  own  staff. 

D.  NOTIFIABLE  PI  CEASE  (  OTIC  JR  TITAN  TUBERCULOSIS) . 


Incidence  - 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 

Tubcrcul o  s i s . 

N ew_0 a ses  No t ified. 

P e spTr a~Ydry.~  Non-Re spira to ry 


Total  gas es  Notified . 

1 

1 

Deaths. 

Re s p i r a t o ry.  N o~h-R e sp i rat ory 
1 


Food  Poisoning . 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 
PROTECTIVE  I NN OCULA T I ON . 

The  value  of  protective  innoculation  against  Diphtheria  has 
proved  itself  to  such  an  extent  that,  except  in  the  largest 
centres  of  population,  Diphtheria  is  now  virtually  unknown.  This 
satisfactory  position  can  only  be  maintained  providing  at  least 
75g  of  the  babies  born  are  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  The 
response  to  immunisation  in  the  Borough  does  not  reach  this 
standard.  A  generation  of  parents  to  whom  Diphtheria  is  only  a 
name  cannot  be  expected  to  respond  to  appeals  to  have  their 
children  immunised  as  parents  did  ten  years  ago. 

Increasing  demands  come  from  parents,  fully  aware  of  the 
distress  and  suffering  occasioned  by  an  attack  of  /hooping  Cough,  for 
their  offspring  to  have  protective  innoculation  against  this  disease. 

J t  is  surgested  that  the  results  so  far  achieved  in  conn¬ 
ection  with  the  protection  of  children  against  the  worst  effects 
of  whooping  Cough  by  prophylactic  innoculation  justifies  immuni¬ 
sation  against  this  disease  being  adopted  to  the  same  extent  as 
that  against  Diphtheria. 

If  immunisat ion  against  '/hooping  Cough  was  combined  with 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  (which  has  been  shown  to  be 
possible)  then  it  is  suggested  that  not  only  will  the  benefits 
be  obtained  in  respect  to  /hooping  Cough,  but  also  that  the 
level  of  immunisa tions  against  Diphtheria  would  be  maintained  at 
a  higher  level  than  can  otherwise  reasonably  be  expected. 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON 
Medical  officer  of  Health 


